HARVARD HEALTH TALKS
standards of personal hygiene are re-
sponsible for the disappearance of small-
pox. Unless our interests embrace the
problems of preventive medicine, we
have little conception of what a loath-'
some and dangerous disease smallpox
really is; we do not realize that it still
exists with all its horrible features, and
that, instead of being conquered, it is at
best only held at bay by the continued
practice of vaccination.
Because of the prevailing ignorance of
the menace of smallpox, and because of
the lack of appreciation of the great pro-
tection afforded by vaccination, it seems
desirable to present in this lecture a de-
scription of the disease and its ravages,
its present prevalence and its threatened
dangers; to discuss the practice of vac-
cination; and, finally, to show that com-
pulsory vaccination, intelligently con-
ceived and rigorously enforced, is the one
certain means of safeguarding ourselves
against this noisome pestilence.
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